Prize Ode,
To be sung at the reinauguration of the Crys-
tal Palace, New York, May 4, 1851.

BY WILLIAM ROSS WALL4CE,

The Prize awarded was ®100.
Lo! the transitory darkness
From our Palace floats away ;

Lo! the glorious gems of Genius
Glitter in the rising day,

Sce again the mighty Nations

M:et and clasp each other’s palms,
And by Labor's glowing altar

Litt on high according psalms.

Here behold the true Evangel !
Not from War may Earth inecrease ;
God has stamped his shining patent
Only on the brow of Peace,.

Only by the arm of Labor,
Swinging to Invention’s chime,

This, however, it appears, has not been the
fact, and slander with her thousand tongues
is again let loose with unabated venom.—
| Thess malicious efforts appear to be especial-
|ly directed against the Hon. Thomas Cor-
| win, who in the varly stages of the case was
connected with itas assistant counsel; and
llhmlgh the testimony taken before the above
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Here allow me to correct the assertion so|of the parties in Mexico who were the ac-
often make that Mr. Corwin received #80,-|complices in the fraud. Theweertificates of
000 for his interest in the Gardiner claim,| our consuls at Mexico and Montevey 1o some
when the fact is, less than one-third of that|of the signatures (for all of the latter wen
(sum was for the Gardiner claim, after de-|not forgeries) also prove the papers were
ducting the original purchase money, which|prepared there, und 1n particular the docu
he paid for lns interest ; the balance was for| ment already alluded to, which the Ameri
his contingent fees in the other cases before| can consul at Monterey testified before the

lcommittee ol Congress, as well as various|the Board, some of which were admitted in|jury on the first trial, was presented to him

tother publications, have fully and truly
stated all the facts of Mr. Corwin's connex-
ion with this case, allow 1, under the re-
newal of the injurious inuw does or indi-
|roc£ charges which have rec ntly been re-
vived with so much bittersi :s 1 varions
1iqunrlers. to give you the correct facts so far
{as Mr, Corwin was concerid, though it
\may be only a repetition of what you and
most of your veaders may huve previousls
[known,

| In the first place, though it is not very

whole or in part, and some entirely rejected, | by Dr. Gardiner, in compnany with a Mexi
|as either not cotning under the provisions of| can, in August, 1850, at Moaterey,
\the treaty, or not being supported by sufli-|
jcient testimony ; and, without being able to/
vouch positively for the tact, T understand
thut Me. Law, orrather the person who was
the purchaser from him, did not make any sych as to carty a strong conviction that he
money by the :_ip.-i-ull'.umn,. The following was innocent. ~ Long afier it was denonnced
|18 then a recapitulation of the fucts of this|yg a fraud, I was among those who, with o
case so fur as Mr. Corwin is coneerned, ““i]-rt-ti\‘ aoperal knowledge of the facts anl
of which are Ti?“_\l' sustained by the report of | cireumstances of the case, had a full belies
the committee of Congress and the accom- iy e genuineness of the claim, a beliel

The whole of this fraud was got up with
such consummate skill as was well calculated
{to deceive Lhe most astute, gl the previons
and subsequent conduct of De, Gardiner wus

Can the Nations build their Eden

{materiul to the merits of the question at is-
In the wilderness of Time.

tsue, Mr. Corwin was never employed by
[Gardiner, nor was he to be paid by him.—
|Gardiner originally placed his cuse in the
hands of the Hon. Waddy Thomypson, of
South Carolina, agreeing with him as to the
lee for hisservices, and it was Mr. Thomp-
son who employed Mr, Corwin as associate
Il‘nun,-*-t‘l, and was to pay him a portion ol
this own fee, without any additional ullow-
jance from Gardiner.
| These gentlemen, with their other legal as-
{sociates in the case, Mossrs Curtis and Lally,
fwere in the spring of 1850 engaged in the ex-
famination of it and submitted a brief and ar-
: {gument to the Board of Commissioners, who
z~The Ohio Repository, at Canton, Oliio, '. tl?dilt’.‘. the u:-;lm.].“n-ll1'|mmr_\l llth‘ti“llel‘n-i. that the
el nature of the claim was one whiclh, ifsustain-
has completed its 39th year, and has been o by proper proofs, was ol the class enti-
published continuously all that time by the|1led (o indemuity under the treaty with
now venerable John Saxton. This is an ex-|Mexico; but no iavestigation or decision

. N "L L *ae 1 ng 2] ] '|"'.‘ " a:;-
traordinary instance of stability of purpose, | VoS had as to the real merits of the cluim o1

Nations! hear that mighty music
Rolling through the mountain-bars—

Planting deserts, bridging oceans,
Marrying the choral stars :

Telling that our Crystal Palace
Glorifies the joyous sod—

Making Man, with Art and Nature,
Worthy of the Builder—God!

Nations! then rejoice that darkness
From our Palace floats away,

And the glorious gems of Genius
Glitter in the light of day !
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in sticking to one business o long; and of
an iron constitution, that the business has
not killed the man long, long ago; and of
industry, economy and perseverance, that he
has so long escaped bankruptey from the
business he follows—as that is its general
tendency.

e _
(5~ The wheat crop is said to look very
promising in the vicinity of Lafayette, Ind.

‘The Blade says there is still a prospect of
a moderate fruit crop, including all the va-
rieties in this region. Even peaches, suppo-
eed to be the most sensitive of any other
kind of fruit, will, unless hereafter destroyed,
ad, be reasonably plenty, though by no means
as abundant as last year.

Loox Ouvr!—The I?gislattlr?llgjtlst pass-

bank bills from other states of a less denom-
ination than ten dollars! When it gets into
operation we shall have a nice time of it.—
Igﬁio State Journal.

Just about as much attention will be paid
to that law in Ohio as has been paid to sim-
ilar laws in other states—that is, it will be
contemptuously disregarded by universal
usage and consent.

Gov. Wood is sick of V’t_:_lparaiso, and
will shortly return home.

The Commercial Bank property, on Main
street, Cincinnati, 80 feet front by 75 deep
sold at auction on Monday for 50,000,

There is only one paper in Egypt—a small

muuthll)‘ sheet, in the Arabic language, atlto another capitalist of New York, who was| York, and the money for the purchase was |
|

the amount to which it might be entitled.
The case remuined in this situation, with-

out further progress, at the death of Presi-

dent Taylor, in July, 1850, when Mr. Fill-

panying testimony annexed thereto:

l. That Mr. Corwin divested himself of
all interest, directly or indiveetly, as counsel
or otherwvise, in that claim belore he enter-
od the Cabinet of My, Fillinore in July,
1850, ’

2. That the proofs in support of the
claim were neither completed nor laid before
the commissioners at the time Mr, Corwin's
connection with the elaim ceased ; and ope
of the prineipal documents in support of it
was acknowledged betore and eertificd to by
the American consul at Mouterey, in Mexi-
eo, towards the close o August, 1550, six
weeks alter Me. Corwin had sold out his in-
Lerest.
| 3. That the Commiszioners at the above
time hLad taken no action, and come (o no
decision as to the pecuniary merits of the
clabm, and did not make théir award until
the following year.

4. That M, Corwin had no interest, di-

I
rect or indireer, in that decision, amd it did!

| which was first shaken 'lI:-' the refusal of D
| Gardiner 1o accompany the commission ap
pointed by President Fillore 1o proceed to
Mexico and point out his mine.  The infor-
mation brought buck by that commission,
unil the other Iw‘ninl' produced on both trials,
lewve no shudow of doubt that it was one ot
[the most bold-faced and audacious imposi
tions ever practised vpon this or any othes
govertnment.

The * Union,” I see, makes an atlempt to
altach a stigmn, incons: uenee ol the tran
|saction, to the Whig party, aud the law
[ Whig adminiztration. Ifihe vule is to hold
|good that all fruuds, peeulations, and defal
eations committed vwader any administra
tion 15 to attach to 1t or its party, I wonder
where the Democratie party would find it
self for all the pet cadidoes committed "nn
tder its rule, particularly under the Van
| Buven dynasty ?

The ¢ Union"™ seems toforzet that the re

not make to him a pecuniary dilference to 'q."lt of the recent t,“""]- I_I'" exposure of _th“
the extent of one cent whethee the elaiim of fraud, and the securing of so lurge a portion

Gardiner had been finally rejected altogether,

more invited My, Corwin to take a i_u_.-a'.inr double the amount awarded that the
{in his Cabinet, which was promptly but re- Comumissioners finally agreed upon.

tspectfully declined ; and the reason assigned | 2. That no portion or the money paid on
by Mr. Corwin was that he was engaged as|this elaim from the Treasury was ever re-

counsel in numerous cases (more than thie- | ceived by Mr. Corwin, or thut he was bene- |

ty. of which the Gardiner claim was ml"):lll[‘r'{l by such payment in any way, directly
'before the Commissioners under the Mexican |or indirectly,

treaty, and, as a matier of delicacy, he could
{not prosecute those claims before gentlemen

’ All disinterested and candid minds, 1
think, will agree that Mr. Corwin in the|

(of the money, is exelusively owing to the
prompiness and energy of action by the late
Administration, upon the first information
that fraud was suspected.

The Treasary department, on the very first
intimation, took immediate steps for secnr-
cing the money  which Gardiner, who waa
[ then in Europe, had left beliind him, as will
be seen by the correspondence in the pub
lished testimony before the committee of

who held their commissions at the will of | whole business was guided by o high sensc | Congress,

Inne of the confidential advisers of the latter,
|Mr. Corwin’s political and personal friends
| were however, very anxious for him to en-
{ter the Cabinet; and in order to remove his

seruples finally induced him, though with

he represented before the Commissioners, at a

ties.

In addition to Mr. Corwin's contingent
|fees in the numerous cases he represented
‘before the Commissioners, he was dirently
interested in the Gardiner claim, having pur-
chased a portion, and enly a portion, of one-
fourth of that claim, from a person to whom
Gardiner had previously sold it. Mr.C.’sshare
in this fourth was of course included in the
|sale of his other interest in the cases before
| the board, and the purchaser of the whole was
{George Law, Esq., of New York, to whom
|the whole interest of M. C. was duly as-

without any reservation or contingenecy
whatever, Mr, Law subsequently sold out

the President whilst he (Mr. Corwin) was|

four dollars a year, devoted mainly to the the owner of the same when the final decis-
powers that be, Hion of the Commissionars was made, and re-

The Gardiner Claim and Mr, Corwin,

Icviverl the amount awarded, which was not | i
until May, 1851, fully ten months after Mr.|mittee proving or tending to prove that the

of propriety and delicacy, whieh should|
shield him from the unmerited censure which|
{has been so unsparingly heaped upon him. |
{  The investigating committee of Congiess,
lin their report, page 7, say :

“The Hon, Thomas Corwin resigned |

accepted the appointment of

Secretary
of the Treasury, in July 1830,

In the

Cubinet of President Fillmore, as Sccretary
of the Treasury, a sale of his fee, interest iu,‘.
and also of his half of the one-fourth part|
of the Gardiper claim was negotiated, |
through the intervention of Gov, Young, of|
New York, to George Law, Esq. From tllih‘l
time the said Thomas Corwin refused to act |
as counsel, or consult with the other coun-
sel who had been associated with him in
relation to the same, and took no further
| part in the Gardiner claim. The assignment |
{of bis fee interest and his interest in the|
|Gnrdir1rr claim, and all his interest in all|

'Isigned, and the purchase money paid in cash,  other claims before the board of commission- |

ers, (twenty-seven in number,) was execnted |
{ by Thomas Corwin to Jacob Little, of New

then paid by George Law, to whom the as-
signment to Jacob Little was transfevved.
“ No testimony has been before this com-

The tragical close to the prosecution!Corwin had ceased to have any interest in!Hon. Thomas Corwin had any knowledge

Mr. Fillmore also directed the employ-
ment of the Hon, Heary May as addition-
al counsel in the case, and as one of the
commission to proceed to Mexico, and who,

lwith Mr. Fendall, the U. 8. District At

torney, has prosecuted the case with the

considerable reluctance on his part, to sell|his seat in the United States Senate and|greatest zeal, energy and ability until the
ed a law which prohibits the circulation of |out his contingent interest in all the claims|

late result,  On this point 1 quote the testi-
mony of the United States Distriet Attor-

valuation to be made Uy disinterested par-|same month and previous to going into l]lu: ney, given before the committee of Congress,

in answer (0 the following question fiom
one of the committee :

Q. Has the Executive Department of
the Government exhibited promptness aid
diligence in the investigation of this mat-
ter of (rardiner since there was a suspicion
of fraud, and in prosecuting measures to
save the treasury from logs?

A. Yes, Sir. It is impossible that the
Executive branch of the Government could
have shown mare solicitude than it has done
to have this matter investigated, the cause
of 'puh“l: jllﬁl.i(:t? \'i]ll!ii'illl'll.- The President
throughont has acted in the spirit of the in-
structions which, as 1 have stated, he gave
me at the beginning. Every facility for
| promoting these objects has been given by
levery officer of (he Government whose offi-
teial duties brought him in connection with
'the subject; but none more cordially or
more earnestly than by Mr, Corwin, the Sec-
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gainst Dr. Gardiner has revived all the old | the business. All these factsas to the nego-| that the claim of sail Gardiner was fraudu-
ané refuted slanders against different dis-|tiation of the sale, the details of it, the par-'lent, oc that false testimony and forged pa-‘

retary of the Treasury,

In conclusion. T will only add that the

tinguished citizens in connexion with that|ties concerned in the negotiations, texms,|pers had been o were to be procured to sus- | friends of Mr. Corwin in this city are well

cluim.

{t might have been supposed that &c,, are fully stated in the testimony before| tain the same.”
] . - 1 P 1 |
these idle tales and rumors would have been the committee of Congress; and that Mr. |

| s ¢ .
_ satisfied that Congress bas determined to
[t will be recollected that a majority of |make a further investigation into the sub-

definitely silenced by the various statements | Corwin made the sale and divested himself| the Cominittee were political opponents of |ject, the result of which, they are fully con-

which have been published, and particular-
ly by the publication of the reportof the in-

vestigating committee of Congress, with the |

testimony taken by that committee, which
exhibits a full and clear history of the case,
50 far as the gentlemen alluded to are con-
pacted with it.

inf all the interests before he entered the Cab-

|inet of Mr, Fillmore. It was also proved
led before the Commissioners, but that he
positively refused even to consult with his
late legnl gssociates on the pubject of the
claim,

that he not only never subsequently appear- |

Mr. Corwin, and that they made a unani-| visced, will set at rest all the ridiculous and
. s xe | .

mous report, The ridicuious rumor, among|slanderons rumors which have been put afloat

others, that the papers to sustain this case|in connection with his name, and which

were got up in Washington, is simply ab-
surd. This was fullv disproved on the trial,
where the whole seheme and plan of opera-
tions were fully disclesed; with the names

|sonal enmity,—{ Washington Corresponc

bave their foundation only in a morbid hank-
ering alter slander or from political or {Jf'!‘-
ent

of the N. Y, Express.



